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Schoolhouse Creek wetland conserved 

Restoration of salmon rearing habitat in a high quality wetland brings conservation 
groups and community together at Schoolhouse Creek on the Washougal River. 

By Matthew Jones 

In April of 2002, the Columbia Land Trust acquired 24 acres of 
critical riparian habitat along the Washougal River. Washington 
Trout bought the land with a grant from the Washington State 
Salmon Recovery Funding Board and donated it to Columbia 
Land Trust to conserve. The site was acquired to re-establish 
the only remaining large, high quality wetland and stream 
ecosystem left in the mainstem Washougal River that is accessible by salmon and steelhead.  

Schoolhouse Creek enters the Washougal River 12 miles up the river. The property consists of high quality 
forested wetlands important to a large variety of fish and wildlife.  

Development in the 60’s created a 
road that separates much of the 
wetland from the river and diverted 
the stream flow, but several springs 
and a gentle stream grade make the 
property ideal for restoration. The 
Land Trust is working in partnership 
with the Lower Columbia Fish 
Enhancement Group, Ducks 
Unlimited, the Clark-Skamania 
Flyfishers and Washington Trout to 
bring about the restoration of this 
critical spawning and rearing habitat 
for salmon and steelhead. The 
restoration plans include replacing a 
culvert that currently blocks fish 
passage and creating several rearing 
pools and spawning beds. Other 
species to benefit include beaver, 
eagle, heron, turtles, wood ducks, 
brook lamprey and a host of 

invertebrates. 

A major partner that will be involved in the future of the project is the Washougal School District through the 
adjacent Cape Horne-Skye School. Elementary and middle school students will have a great learning tool 
literally at their doorstep. “We will teach them and work with them to create a watershed stewardship program 
that can be taught in the class room and put to use just outside the classroom door,” says Tony Meyers, 
executive director of Lower Columbia Fish Enhancement Group. “We will work towards a common goal that 
ensures the long-term maintenance of the project so that future generations will be able to see wild salmon in 
a wild setting. The only way we can ensure the long term success of salmon restoration projects is by 
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encouraging local citizens to take ownership once the construction phase is completed.”  

Plans for the future of the Schoolhouse Creek Basin also include a barrier free interpretive trail with 
schoolchildren leading tours of the watershed. By including the students in the ongoing management of the 
watershed we will be instilling an ongoing sense of ownership for the project in each successive generation 
and creating a legacy of caring for the land and its complex web of inhabitants. 

Spiderman 

Glenn Lamb's Musings 

I’ve got a new little brother, thanks to the Big Brother Big Sister Program. Mitchell and I get together every 
other week to do something fun. We’ve gone to the Oregon Museum of Science and Industry, we’ve played 
basketball, and I’ve taken him to the mall for him to select a birthday present. He selected A Pocket Guide To 
Spiders. I felt good that I might be an important friend for Mitchell. 

Last weekend we went to Alan and Bernice 
Johnson’s 40 acres, conserved through a 
conservation easement as “Enchanted 
Acres.” We arrived and rang the doorbell. 
Bernice answered, and standing there with 
the screen door open I introduced Mitchell to 
her. Even before greeting Bernice, Mitchell 
asked “ Would it be okay if I collected bugs?” 
He asked the question timidly, as if he were 
asking the keepers of the art museum if he 
could take a few Van Goghs home with him. 
Bernice was taken aback for a moment, then 
laughed and waved her hands out to the 
many spider webs and said that he could fill 
his knapsack with bugs as far as she was 
concerned.  

We walked the land, where I’ve seen deer 
bounding away through thickets, red-tailed 
hawks circling slowly overhead, and mallards 
poking around on the edges of the ponds. 
But we hardly walked 10 yards when Mitchell 
was down on the ground identifying bugs. 
Over the course of the afternoon, we saw 
millipedes, centipedes, caterpillars, 
butterflies, beetles, dragonflies and at least 
six different kinds of spiders. Once I started paying attention, I saw them everywhere! In the meadow, I am 
usually looking far afield to see if I can catch a glimpse of ducks on the pond. With Mitchell, my eyes were 
looking down for bugs. We saw dozens, maybe hundreds of spiders all creeping along in the same direction, 
a mass migration. I saw one, then two, and then soon I didn’t even want to step out of fear of stepping on one!  

Maybe I’d never really looked. 

Mitchell even found a crab spider hiding out in a foxglove flower, waiting for a bee to arrive for pollination duty. 
Mitchell showed me in his well-worn spider book, and then in the flower, the big pincer claws that the spider 
will use to capture the surprised bee.  

Mitchell has a big brother now, and I am better off for it. 

If you’d like to see some of our conserved lands, send me an email at glamb@columbialandtrust.org.  

It’s amazing what the lands can show us. 

New additions 

Matthew Jones 

Matthew joined the Land Trust in May as the new Development Director. A native of the Pacific 
Northwest, Matthew grew up on the banks of the East Fork of the Lewis River in Ridgefield, 
Washington. Matthew received his B.A. at Western Washington University in not-for-profit 

 

Crab Spider, misumenoides formocipes 



management and studied Public Policy at the University of Washington. In addition to hiking and 
mountain-biking with his wife, he also enjoys playing jazz and blues on his bass.  

Aliens Among Us 

By Ian Sinks 

One persons flower is another persons weed. A Finnish nature calendar hanging on my wall artfully 
demonstrates the beauty of yellow flag iris, a species native to Europe and Scandinavia but a serious weed 
here along the lower Columbia River. In an age of rapid development, global warming, catastrophic forest 
fires and the four “H’s” ( habitat, hydro, hatcheries, harvest), one of the gravest threats to the biodiversity of 
our region is not always what we think. In fact, it may be that showy plant growing along our waterways, the 
evergreen vine crawling up the trees, the diminutive striped mussel making its way east, the green crab 
hitching rides on ocean-going vessels from Asia to U.S. waterways. Only now are we starting to understand 
the ramifications of these aliens among us. 

A drive from Astoria to The Dalles through 
the heart of the Columbia Land Trust region 
is an ecological cross section of the Pacific 
Northwest. Without a significant change in 
elevation you can travel from coastal estuary 
with more than 120 inches of annual 
precipitation to dry canyons and grasslands 
of the East Cascades with less than 15 
inches of precipitation. The country is 
diverse and spectacular but the beauty and 
richness of this region is threatened by 
invasive vegetation.  

Along the lower river there is gorse, yellow 
flag iris, purple loosestrife, Scot’s broom, 
Himalayan blackberry, English ivy, Japanese 
knotweed and clematis. On the drier east 
side of the Cascades we find many of the 
same species, but add in yellow star thistle, 
yellow hawkweed, leafy spurge, diffuse 
knapweed, hound’s-tongue, and kochia just to name a few. These are exotic players representing a significant 
threat to agriculture and conservation alike. 

A recent report on the decline of North American Biodiversity identifies the spread of non-native species as 
one of the most serious threats to natural biological diversity. This ‘bio-invasion’ of invasive species 
introduced to North America through increased travel and trade results in increased species competition, 
predation, disease, parasitism, habitat degradation and hybridization.  

Without additional safeguards and vigilance, it is almost inevitable that increased international trade and travel 
will also increase the rates at which alien species are introduced.  

There are innumerable means of introduction and spread of invasive species of plants and animals. 
Stowaway plants and animals arrive unintentionally on ships. Nurseries continue to sell English ivy as a 
landscape plant. We track seeds around on our shoes and car tires. And visitors from the east coast will arrive 
to celebrate the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial with Eurasian milfoil hanging off their motorboat propellers. We 
all have a role in controlling the spread of these species. 

Weed management is a significant issue for Columbia Land Trust’s Stewardship Program. Part of our 
responsibility in stewarding conservation lands is to contain the spread and in some cases to eliminate these 
species from the property. Allow these species to continue to proliferate and the problem can be 
overwhelming.  

Limiting the opportunities for invasive species to spread is one approach to address the problem. Controlling 
those aliens that have already arrived is the other half of the equation. There are a variety of methods and 
tools available to control invasive plants ranging from hand pulling to careful application of chemical 
herbicides to biological control methods. Hand removal is the favored method employed by most conservation 
groups, including the Land Trust. It is very labor intensive and requires years of consistent effort to work 
through not only the live plants but also the seed base in the soil. Through the commitment of the Land Trust 
to be good stewards of our lands, and the enthusiastic support and hard work of our volunteers, we are 
committed to controlling the alien species that threaten the habitat, agriculture and forests of our lands. B 
Hound’s-tongue seeds 
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Volunteer day 

By Joe Buttafuoco 

On Saturday June 22nd, the stewardship 
department staff and 10 volunteers traveled 
almost 2 hours away from Vancouver to the 
Columbia Land Trust’s Dillacort conservation 
area. The 580-acre Dillacort property is the 
trust's largest single holding and runs for 
about one mile up Dillacort Creek, a tributary 
to the Klickitat River in the East Cascades of 
Washington. For four hours, we hiked up the 
creekbed in search of invasive weeds and 
pulled them out of the ground. Some of the 
weeds targeted were diffuse knapweed, 
yellow starthistle, hound’s-tongue, St. John’s 
wort, and mullein.  

Poison oak, ticks, rattlesnakes, loose rocks, 
steep terrain and the burning sun made for 
challenging conditions, and our volunteers 
are to be commended for the thorough and 
cheerful manner in which they carried out 
their task. “It was actually a great deal of 
fun,” says volunteer Theri Humes, “what a beautiful place to spend the day.”  

A great many noxious weeds were removed on this volunteer day and the Columbia Land Trust sincerely 
thanks all of those who helped out. Our volunteers form an integral part of the successful management of 
Columbia Land Trust land.  

Thanks to our June 22nd volunteer day volunteers: 

Kurt Koenig, Leandra Cleveland, Theri Humes, Sara Hartung, Lisa Zack, John Sinks, Catie 
Pazandak, Ellen Coyne, Mathew Jones, and Jim 

 

Volunteer Kurt Koenig uses his back and a heavy duty “weed 
puller” to unearth a mullein weed 
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Columbia Land Trust 
Conserving Land Forever 

Join with a gift through your will 

You may not feel that what you can do for conservation at 
this time in your life is enough.  

The gift you give now for private, voluntary land 
conservation is important. Your planned gift can be the 
your biggest, most lasting donation for land conservation. 

Your bequest ensures Columbia Land Trust conserves and 
stewards conservation lands forever. 

Consider a gift through your will. 

Become part of Columbia Land Trust's ever-growing 
Columbia Heritage Circle. 

For information on including Columbia Land Trust in your 
estate planning, check the box on the enclosed reply 
envelope, or call Matthew Jones or Glenn Lamb at 360-
696-0131. 



  

The Ray Hickey Membership Challenge for 2002 

Ray Hickey Foundation matches membership donations up to $50,000. 

Following are gifts and memberships from to mid- March 2002 to July 2002. 

Members ($25+) 

T.H. Abney 
Elizabeth Adcock 
Anonymous 
D. Shane Bernard 
David & Jody Barringer 
David P. Barringer 
Carol Bartley 
Senator Albert & Patricia Bauer 
Bob Bauer 
Bert Bauersachs 
John & Patricia Baugher 
Karen Beck 
Ron & Tricia Bergman 
Ruth Berkowitz 
M. Lucille Bernard 
Dr. William & Katherine Bishop 
Thomas Blanton 
Daniel Block 
Peggy Bodner 
Alan Boguslawski 
Roy & Betty Kay Bolt 
Judy Boothby 
Nancy & Jack Boudreau 
Betty Breckel 
Shirley Brown 
Robert Burco 
Louise Calcagno 
Bill Calder 
Anne Card 
William & Marge Chorlton 
William & Lillian Christofferson 
Virginia Collett 
Leo Collins 
Ray & Gail Collins 
Helen Cook 
John Corbett 
Robert Custer 
Peter Dalke 
Daniel & Denise Dammann 
Ray & Phyllis Davis 
John De Luca 
Victor & Barbara DeAntonis 
Steven Demarest 
Roderic Diman 
Donald Dinsmore 
Joseph Dixon & Jennie Dunn Dixson 
Keith Dunbar 
Joseph & Mary Duncan 
Jean Dunlop 
Maria Dunlop 
J. Clinton Evans 
Mike Fahey 
Richard & Julia Ferreira 
Virginia Fitzgerald 
George Fox, Jr. 
Bruce & Nancy Fransen 
Gayle Frelinger 
Betty Gano 
Linda Ganzini 
Chuck Gehling 
Susan Gelentere 

 

Board of Directors 

David DeAntonis 
President 

Bronson Potter 
Vice President 

Marc Smiley 
Secretary 

Jennifer Sims 
Treasurer 

Kathy Dietrich 
At Large 

Kerry Barnet 

Terry Cornelius 

Bill Dygert 

Elizabeth Holmes 

Greg Kimsey 

Jane Van Dyke 

Tim Welch 

David Williams 

Land Committees 

Kathleen Sayce 
Coast & Estuary 

Lynda Sacamano & Robin Dobson 
East Cascades 

Kathy Dietrich & Terry Cornelius 
Mid-River 

Staff 

Glenn Lamb 
Executive Director 

Cherie Kearney 
Program Director 

Ian Sinks 
Conservation Director 



Robert & Helen Gerde 
Joyce Gifford 
Douglas & Janet Gilson 
George Goodrich 
William Graham 
Sara Grigsby 
Marilyn Harlin 
Will Hayden 
Margaret Hedrick 
Linda Heim 
Kaye Herring 
Mary Higgins 
Richard & Pebble Hodgson 
Beverly Hoeffer 
Clark Hofman 
Mrs. Benjamin Holderness 
Joe Hymer 
Luther Jeffries 
James Johnson 
Marie Johnson 
Roger Johnson 
R. Steven Jones 
Linda Kadas 
Geoffrey Kaiser 
Eileen Kemp 
Edith Kilbuck 
Kathleen Kilpatrick 
Kurt Koenig 
Madeline & James Lafky 
Robert Larsen 
Stanley Larson 
Dennis Laverty 
Alice Leach 
William & Carol Lehmann 
Dick & Kate Lilly 
Kathleen & Robert Linde 
Elizabeth Longsworth & 
   Thomas Kreyche 
Robert & Mary Lovell 
Patrick Lujan 
Gail Lynes 
Len Magazine 
Hal Mahnke 
Joseph Maier 
Neal Maine 
Douglas Martin 
Dr. Thomas & Marie McCann 
J.L. & Marge McClintock 
John & Anne McGowan 
Dan McMurry 
Marilyn & John McWilliams 
Douglas & Priscilla Meddaugh 
Dennis Megrditchian & 
   DeeAnne Finkel Megrditchian 
Dan & Lois Miller 
Camila Morrison 
Mary Lou Munroe 
J.I. Murray 
Marjorie Nichols 
Dorothy Noyes 
Eleanor Nueske 
Karen O'Neill 
Michelle O'Shea 
Pamela Olanie 
Walter & Carol Ottoson 
Stephen Peters 
Christina Peterson 
Thomas Picco 
Lona Pierce 
Robert & Alice Pittenger 
Miriam Poston 
Ernestine Quasebarth 

Matthew Jones 
Development Director 

Les Zimmer 
Conservation Project Manager 

Brad Paymer 
Office Manager 

Tammy Bjorkman 
Membership Coordinator 

Joe Buttafuoco 
Stewardship Coordinator 

For information 
360-696-0131  



Carla Ralston 
Ray Richards 
David & Sandra Roberts 
Barbara Robinson 
Cynthia Rockwood 
Gayle Rothrock 
Jason Russ 
Antonio Scarpelli 
Cecilia Schmitt 
Shelton Schneider 
Rudy Schuver 
Robert Scott 
John Scruggs 
Will Senders 
Brenna Sharp 
Brady Sheets 
Carey Smith 
Whitney Smith 
Charles & Lucille Smith 
Starflower Foundation 
Nancy Stewart 
Gordon & Darlene Story 
Debra Jo Sturdevant 
Roger Thomas 
Kathryn Thomas 
Helen Malarkey Thompson 
David Tillet 
John & Cindy Ulrich 
Randy Waslschaert 
Kenneth Wanderer 
Matthew Watson 
Dr. Robert Weaver 
Dean Webb 
J. Keith West 
Bayard West 
Robert & Jeanne Wilhelm 
Harriet Wilson 
Kathy Witkowski 
James & Dorice Wolfrom 
Trudy Woods 
Lester Workinger 
Gene Yarnell  

Stewards ($50+) 

Lloyd Anderson 
Anonymous 
Darlene & Dennis Battles 
Richard Bready & Karin Rosenberg 
Gilbert Brentley 
John Broome 
Don & Sue Cannard 
Dr. Charles & Joyce Carter 
Paul & Louise Clare 
L. Terry Conner 
Michael Cooper 
Howard Corbin 
John & Sherie Corley 
Sylvia Costich 
James Dieringer 
Steven Dotterer 
Robert & Marjorie Fizzell 
Linda Floyd 
Patricia Freeman 
Robert & Ginny Freeman 
Martin French 
Eunice Gadbois 
Jean Gargan 
James & Judith Godfrey Gilles 
James Gruber 
Thomas & Sharon Haensly 

Thanks 

to the following people for generous 
in kind donations: 

Lynda & Joe Sacamano 



Charles Hamar 
Keith & Gena Hardin 
Merna Holmberg 
Louis & Linda Holmes 
David Keudell 
Dr. John Kuitert 
Dovie Lance 
Charlene Larsen 
William Lubersky 
Monteith Macoubrie 
R.P. Matthew 
Jean Miller 
David & Valerie Percival 
James & Sally Peters 
Angela Phillips 
Ken & Gilda Powell 
Cynthia Rampone 
Jo Reese & John Fagan 
Steven Reid 
Teresa Ridgway 
Dianne Roland 
Steven Russell 
Jean Schiffmann 
Joellen Schoblom 
Eion & Grace Scott 
William & Hazel Sefler 
Lynelle Shaffer 
Allan Silverthorne 
Eric Simpson 
Dr. John Soelling 
Susan Van Leuven 
George & Marilou Waldmann 
David Weniger & Catherine Green 
Allene Wodaege 

Caretakers ($100+) 

Anonymous 
Michael Bayly 
Eric & Tammy Bjorkman 
Allan & L. Arlene Blair 
Dr. Emil & Dory Brooking 
James Caire 
Lynn Cornelius 
Evelyn Dusenbery 
Ecological Land Services, Inc. 
   - Frances Naglich 
William Ehringer & Stephanie 
Jacobson-Ehringer 
Richard Engeman & Terry Jess 
Robert Gruwell  
   - In memory of Jean Gruwell 
Linda Hickey 
Arnold Holden 
James & Randi Holland 
Helen Kirk 
Mary Legry 
Burke & Sheila Mims 
Melanie Moon & Ethan Benatan 
Doug & Marjorie Peters 
Susan Pollock 
Randall Printz 
Steven Puddicombe 
E.K. & Prudence Kimberly Ragsdale 
John & Phyllis Reynolds 
Monica Rodal 
Charles Stariha 
Donald Steinke 
Robert & Susan Tenold 
Dr. Richard U'ren 
   - Wood's Landing 



More News... 

Gary Wade & Marlis Rufener 
Florence Wager 
Richard & Linda Ward 
Dennis & Cynthia Wiancko 

Sustainer ($250+) 

William & Marlene Anderson 
Anonymous 
Mitchell Bower, Jr. & Marlia Jenkins 
Tom & Valerie Moeller 
Trumpeter Swan Society 

Protectors ($500+) 

Eric & Elizabeth Holmes 
Dr. Paul & Jane Jacobsen 
Susan Kerosky 
James & Kelly Maul 
Larry Shaw 

Benefactors ($1,000+)  

Grays Harbor Audubon Society 
William Harper 
Ralph & Adolph Jacobs Foundation 
Cherie Kearney & Steven Clark 
Paul King 
Edward & Dolly Lynch 
Alan & Mary Parlee 
Kathleen Sayce & Frank Wolfe 
Robert Thurston & Polly Friedlander 

$20,000+ 

Wiancko Charitable Foundation 

$5,000+ 

Ray Hickey 
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Columbia Land Trust, a private, non-profit organization, was founded in 1990. We're dedicated to conserving 

signature landscapes and vital habitat together with the communities of the Columbia River region.  

Questions, comments, or concerns may be directed to info@columbialandtrust.org 
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