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Conserving signature landscapes and vital habitat together with the the landowners and communities of the Columbia River region

One million dollar grant award expands conservation

By Donna Wiench

ome of the most important remaining waterfowl, bird

and fish habitat in the entire west coast will now be pro-

tected following a $1 million dollar grant recently award-
ed to Columbia Land Trust. The money will be used to
acquire and care for 1,280 acres in Oregon and Washington,
including habitat for migratory songbirds and 13 threatened or
endangered salmon stocks.

"The fish and wildlife benefits from this project are great," said
Columbia Land Trust's Conservation Director lan Sinks.
"These lands offer some of the most significant opportunities
to protect unique habitat that is especially important to the
health of the Columbia River estuary,”

Columbia Land Trust is receiving North American Wetlands

Conservation Act funds through an award approved by the U.S.

Migratory Bird Conservation Commission. These funds will

"These lands offer some of the most significant
opportunities to protect unique habitat . . . of the
Columbia River estuary."

lan Sinks, Conservation Director

be matched with $3.81 million in private grants and dona-
tions, a good portion of which has already been raised.

The Pacific Northwest is one of the most ecologically
diverse areas as well as one of the fastest growing regions
economically in the United States. Two globally significant
resources, waterfowl and salmon, are abundant in this region,
and depend on healthy wetland complexes for all or part of
their life history.

Several of the projects have been
identified by regional planning
agencies as the most important con-
servation work to be accomplished
within the entire lower Columbia
River, and all projects are focused
on providing significant benefits to
several endangered species as well
as hundreds of thousands of migra-
tory birds. They include intact,
functional inter tidal wetland habi-
tat, island shoreline and forests
noted by Lewis and Clark in their
journals.

This proposal contains nine distinct
and diverse habitat areas, and brings
some of the most important habi-
tats within the region into conserva-
tion. All of the lands planned for
acquisition are threatened with
development, and many will provide
future restoration and enhancement
opportunities on a significant scale.
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Soltis
Glenn Lamb’s muse
The oak tree near my house takes up half a city block. The branches spread from the trunk,

head toward the ground, bend upward, twist back down again, and reach nearly 30 feet
from the trunk. The trunk is so big that two of us hugging it can't touch fingers.

For such a huge tree, this oak has tiny leaves. Clumps of small leaves attach to little twigs. One
spring as the leaves were coming out | counted the number of leaves per clump, the number of
clumps per twig, and the number of twigs per branch, and so forth. This old oak manufactured
and put on display more than 1 million leaves, in one week's time!

This stuns me.
I can't imagine fabricating one million of anything in a week's time.

Of course, this tree was not always this big and productive. Big old trees have decades and cen-
turies of persistent growth behind them.

Have you ever stopped to contemplate the pace at which things move in the natural world? As a
kid, I used to sit on the hill near my house and watch the sun move across the sky. Of course, |

was never able to see it actually move, but I liked understanding that the sun had this consistent

steady pace. Of course, watching trees grow is several orders of magnitude slower than watching
the sun cross the sky.

And yet there they are, drawing up water and nutrients from the soil. Water flows in through the
roots by osmosis, is drawn up by cohesion through tubes called xylem, and is then lost to the
atmosphere through transpiration. Inside the tree, the xylem form life-supporting columns of
water and nutrients that go to every leaf and straight to the top of the tree, in some cases as tall as
380 feet! Different tubes called phloem bring organic matter from the leaves to the rest of the
tree.

These systems allow trees to create new cells, which make the
branches longer, the trunk wider, and the tree taller. Each and
every day, each and every week, year after year after year.

So slowly you can't see it happening.

So it is with our great social challenges. Great changes come in
very small steps.

I want school systems that rival the grandness, persistence and
vitality that | see in my old oak. So I will join in and have confi-
dence that each of us, pitching in a little, every day and every
year, will grow our schools. We are the nutrients and our con-
nection to the next generation is the cohesion that pulls us for-
ward.

I want sustaining businesses that provide good wages and support families, community, and envi-

ronment. My individual spending decisions, day after day, week after week, year after year, are the
most important part of establishing the business community that I want. This will occur as surely
as the xylem distributes water and nutrients to each leaf.

I want compassion to bloom around every corner in my community, so I know that every smile,
every touch, every bit of empathy moves us all a little closer to the world we want. Each compas-
sionate action builds another layer that, after weeks and months and years, we will all see.

Don't ever doubt the power of your every action. Every single thing that you do, and the way that
you do it, adds to the growth of your community. You won't be able to see the changes day-to-
day, but as sure as the sun comes up in the morning, and the trees head for the sky, you nourish us
all.



Expanding Columbia Land Trust's conservation vision

Tens of thousands of acres of habitat, forests, and urban greenspaces to be conserved
By Brad Paymar

announced new conservation strategies. This plan anticipates the

conservation of tens of thousands of acres of the most critical nat-
ural resource lands to support economy, community and nature. An added
emphasis will be placed on growing our capacity to meet the conservation
needs of the region. We envision protecting large-scale working forests,
farms and ranches, and the crown jewels - those last remaining great green-
spaces - in the Portland/Vancouver metropolitan area. We will protect the
Land Trust's conservation obligations in perpetuity and demonstrate credi- *
bility as capable stewards of the land by growing our science-based restora-
tion and enhancement program and significantly expand our stewardship

Following a year-long planning process, Columbia Land Trust recently

photo: Stuart Johnson

endowment. We will broaden our financial support and strengthen the Y.

financial and organizational systems of the Land Trust. We will build local oy = e s e

community understanding of the importance of land conservation while Mariposa lily
expanding the visibility of the Land Trust throughout the region. All of calochortus macrocarpus

our work will reflect our key organizational values of integrity, respect,
community, generational responsibilities, and organizational excellence.

The Columbia Land Trust is at a key moment, as is our
region. The challenge is growth. Since 1990 when
Columbia Land Trust began, more than 500,000 people
moved to our region. There are projections for another
1,000,000 people by 2030 in the Portland/Vancouver met-
ropolitan area alone. This growth is daunting and could
certainly threaten the qualities that we all love about our
region: livable communities, vast openspaces and forests,
clean water, working landscapes, healthy ecosystems.
Every city, town, community and household in the region
has a stake in the patterns of land use and development to
accommaodate this growth. In response to both the threat
and opportunity that this growth represents, the Land
Trust recently completed its five-year strategic plan in
_ cooperation with local communities, landowners and con-
Hillside forest servation partners throughout the region as well as
Klickitat County, Washington Columbia Land Trust members. The qualities of the
Northwest that we all cherish are threatened and together

Where there's a Will, there's a way.
Through a legacy gift to Columbia Land Trust you can continue to help provide a home for threatened or endangered

songhirds, salmon and other wildlife long into the future.

Call or email the Land Trust's development director, Donna Wiench, (360) 696-0131 or (503) 224-3601
(dwiench@columbialandtrust.org) to discuss ways of giving that will benefit you today, while making sure the maximum
possible amount of your estate goes to your loved ones and the conservation programs you believe in.

Remember: Gifts of cash, stock, and real estate are a very effective way to conserve land. Another method is to name
Columbia Land Trust in your life insurance policy and retirement plan. It's in the name - Trust. Columbia Land Trust
pledges to conserve our region's special places forever.

Join the Columbia Heritage Circle today
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News from the natural world
By Lindsay Cornelius

e know to watch for budding trees, warming temperatures, and migrating birds... but what else tells us the seasons are
changing? As we say goodbye to winter and hello to spring, watch for-some of the following things when you're out
and about:

From Afar: Great Blue Herons (Ardea herodias) pair up in the spring, nesting in noisy colonies called heronries. Due to their
sensitivity and dependence on a variety of habitats (wetlands, forest and field), they are considered bio-indicators - any major
change in their environment can greatly affect their population.

With Your Nose: Skunk cabbage (Symplocarpus foetidus), also called Swamp Lantern, is one of the first plants to flower in the
early spring. Because it's first to emerge, it's evolved a strong-odor that attracts hibernating flies and gnats from beneath the leaf
litter when spring arrives.

On Your Hands and Knees: The forest-dwelling yellow spotted millipede (Harpaphe haydeniana) mates in spring, laying clusters
of poppy seed-sized eggs in the leaf litter and soil.

Under the Surface: Coyote (Canis latrans) pups are born in early spring in dens beneath stumps or in hillsides. Both parents
share the responsibility of rearing. One way to distinguish a coyote track from that of a wolf or dog is to look for a single line of
tracks.. The coyote is a clever animal, placing its back foot in the footprint of the front to save energy.

Upcoming Columbia Land Trust events

Annual Meeting

Wild Splendor 2006 Auction

6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Tuesday, April 18th, 2006 - $10 suggested donation
Kennedy School Gymnasium (see back of newsletter)

Volunteer Opportunities

September 23, 2006 at Vancouver Hilton
Call Hollie or Tammy for more information

Tours
Visit our website as of April 30th for information on tours.

Volunteer Work Parties, contact Lindsay Cornelius, lindsayc@columbialandtrust.org or
(360) 696-0131.
Wednesday, May 24th: Blackberry control on a beautiful conserved farm in the Lacamas

Lake Watershed in Camas, WA. 10 am - 3 pm. Snacks provided.
Thursday and Friday, June 22nd & 23rd: Weed control in the Klickitat River drainage.

Join us on Logging Camp Creek, Dillacort Creek and on the slopes of the Klickitat River 'olijteer collecting wood at
to pull Houndstongue, Knapweed, and Star Thistle. Tour the 150-acre+ restoration site Hines Marsh

and learn about Oregon white oak woodlands. 9 am - 3 pm. Lunch provided. If you

want to work both days, you are welcome to camp over with staff.

Volunteer Classifieds, contact Hollie Pietila, hpietila@columbialandtrust.org or (360) 696-0131.

Auction Committee Member

Contribute your genuine enthusiasm for events by helping us plan and hold another successful, lucrative auction. Give input
on entertainment, decorations, and speakers. Even more importantly, help procure silent and live auction items and sponsors.

Vendor Researcher

Help the Land Trust ensure that we have current information for various services we use by researching vendors. Ideally,
research will help us continue to hire small, local companies with green business practices, fair employment principles, and a
concern for their community.

Media Outreach Researcher

Using our existing but outdated list as a starting point, research media contact protocols in Washington and Oregon in a 100-
mile range of the Columbia River. Ensure that the Land Trust's press releases wind up where they need to be.
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A gathering
By Donna Wiench

Twelve of us gathered around a long table in the Garden Porch room at a restaurant down the street from the Columbia
Land Trust offices. Warm afternoon sunlight streamed in on the group. Here were people ranging in age from 26 to
90, who were equally comfortable dining outdoors while sitting on tree stumps as how we were now, gathered around a
table set with white linen tablecloths.

The assembly chatted happily while sipping tea from china cups in hands made strong by years of working outdoors.
Columbia Land Trust’s first donor of land had wanted to get to know some of our other founding landowners and we were
pleased to arrange a gathering.

Conversation easily flowed from current events of the world, state and community, to current events of the natural world. We
laughed as we heard about Allen and Bernice Johnson's bear and raccoon neighbors and the llamas that they raise. A pond
they restored on their land provides habitat for a choir of frogs which serenade them at night.

Dory and Emil Brooking, and their son Andy, who accompanied his parents, spoke about the eagles and osprey fishing on the
Columbia River just below their deck. Lydia Kerr, the daughter of Finnish immigrants, and Doris Troxel told us about how
their land had come to them, and how they in turn had chosen to pass on the land to conservation.

"The word is in the name. Trust," Allen Johnson said as he explained his decision. "We are confident that Columbia Land
Trust will protect the land forever, just like they say.”

We staff and board members were humbled,
charmed, entertained, and instructed by our eld-
ers' altruism and generosity. Here were people : —— — _ .
who surely "got it." They had found joy, and it s, ; — B 1
was in simple things: beautiful vistas, wind in the
trees, and birds, bears, raccoons, skunks and
frogs. They were secure in the knowledge that
what they had spent much of a life time acquir-
ing would be left in trust so that folks they don't
even know can someday be enriched by the spe-
cial gifts of nature that they had seen, felt, and
known in an intimate way.

Later that afternoon when the party was over, we
staff members continued the conversation and
marveled about what we had experienced. We
had been in the presence of a mellow wisdom
and graciousness that had touched our hearts, Y.

and tickled our funny bones. And we too, were a field of shooting stars
grateful. Klickitat County, Washington

Monthly giver - Grant Warrens
G rant Warrens of Lake Oswego is an active outdoorsman comfortable both in the £

city and the natural world. As a new member of the Columbia Land Trust,
Warrens chose to give in monthly installments through his credit card.

"1 know you guys like this," he said. "It's steady income that you can count on.
Warrens works in sales for the Oregonian and is a busy father of nine-month-old, Elliott.

"This is an efficient way for me to be involved. While I'm busy making money, the
Columbia Land Trust is doing its work to conserve the lands around here. It's one thing
I can do to help move things along."

Monthly donors can give either through their banks or with credit cards. Columbia Land
Trust has a monthly giving program as a way of spreading donations through the year,
which Warrens says "makes giving easier for me."
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Columbia Land Trust

Membership Meeting and Social
Tuesday, April 18, 2006

McMenamins

Kennedy School Gymnasium
5736 NE 33rd Avenue
Portland, Oregon

RSVP by April 12
(360) 696-0131 or (503) 224-3601

Light hor d’oeuvres and beverages provided $10 suggested donation welcomed




